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In the early hours of February 6, a 7.8 magnitude 

earthquake caused widespread devastation in both 

Türkiye and Syria. Tens of thousands of people lost 

their lives in what is being called the deadliest seismic 

event in the world in more than a decade. An 

estimated 24.4 million people have been impacted in 

total – including up to 6.2 million children.

Children and their families are in desperate need of 

humanitarian assistance to piece their lives back 

together, and to avoid secondary impacts of the 

earthquakes. The threat of disease outbreaks, hunger, 

rising poverty, a mental health crisis and overwhelmed 

public services underscores the importance of 

responding quickly and at scale.

One month on, our teams in Türkiye and Syria are 

responding with urgent life-saving assistance, working 

with partner organizations to ensure families are 

getting the crucial support they need. Thanks in part 

to your generous support, our staff and local 

partners have reached over 214,000 people with 

life-saving assistance throughout Türkiye and Syria.

As our response evolves, we will provide the critical 

support necessary for long-term recovery in Türkiye 

and Syria, including ensuring access to health services 

and clean water, providing cash assistance to families, 

supporting efforts to protect children and the 

reunification of separated children, providing mental 

health services and supporting children's access to 

education.

YOUR SUPPORT DRIVES AID TO THE 
CHILDREN OF TÜRKIYE AND SYRIA

The devastating earthquakes that 
hit Türkiye and Syria left a huge 
death toll and injured thousands. 
Families lost homes and rescuers 
battled freezing conditions to dig 
through rubble.
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A Save the Children partner organization distributing 
heaters and fuel as well as food baskets for 
earthquake affected families in northern Syria. 
Families who have lost their homes are struggling 
with cold temperatures and the loss of food and 
belongings.
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One month after the devastation, children and families 

in Türkiye remain in urgent need of essential services, 

including food, water, shelter, warm clothing, mental 

health support and emergency medical assistance. 

We know from experience that, when families cannot 

afford basic necessities, they are forced to take 

desperate measures that threaten the safety and 

well-being of children. Keeping families together and 

supporting them to meet their basic needs during this 

crisis is critical for our team and local partners.

Save the Children was the first to respond to the 

disaster in Türkiye, distributing hot meals within 12 

hours of the first earthquake. 

We’re supporting children and their families in 

some of the worst affected provinces, including 

Hatay, Gaziantep, Kahramanmaras and Adiyaman. 

We're working directly with local partners (Support 

to Life and the Turkish Red Crescent) and in close 

coordination with the government, the Directorate 

of Disaster Management and others to support the 

children and families who need us most.

FOOD, SHELTER AND LIFE'S ESSENTIALS

In coordination with local partners, we've been able to 

reach over 36,200 people with essential emergency 

relief items. We've prioritized food and water as well 

as tents, blankets, mattresses, warm clothing, sleeping 

bags and heaters to keep children and their families 

warm and safe in the freezing conditions. 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE

So far, we've been able to reach over 11,000 people 

with water, sanitation and health services. We're 

distributing hygiene and dignity kits to families, 

ensuring access to clean water and providing washing 

machines to families in need in displacement camps. 

We're also disseminating information on how to 

prevent the spread of diseases through safe water and 

hygiene practices. Our team of water, sanitation and 

hygiene specialists are scaling up additional essential 

services to keep children healthy and protect them 

from waterborne diseases, such as cholera.

CHILD PROTECTION AND PSYCHOSOCIAL 

SUPPORT

In partnership with Türkiye’s Ministry of Family 

and Social Services, we’re working to strengthen 

protection services as well as identify separated 

children to support reunification with their families. 

We're also providing families information on 

protection services available as well as establishing 

helplines. In addition, we're providing Psychological 

First Aid to children, caregivers and humanitarian 

workers, and establishing Mobile Safe Spaces for 

Children to provide them with recreational activities 

and psychosocial support to help them recover and 

heal from their experiences.

EDUCATION

As the only NGO to have an agreement with the the 

Government of Türkiye's Ministry of Family and Social 

Services, we are working with the Department of 

Child Services to help children get back to learning. 

We've begun the rehabilitation of a school in Sahinbey 

district in Gaziantep to help children get back to 

learning as soon as possible. We're also supporting 

schools and teachers by distributing Back to School 

kits and are in discussions with the government to 

provide mental health and psychosocial support and 

establish temporary learning spaces.

OUR RESPONSE 
IN TÜRKIYE 
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We've reached over 

74K PEOPLE 
with humanitarian 
assistance in Türkiye
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Children’s mental well-being is being pushed to the 

limits. In crises like this, when children have been 

exposed to repeated life-threatening events, they 

need help to recover. Without the right support, the 

psychological toll on children can lead to toxic 

stress, causing life-long health problems to a child's 

body and brain. 

For many children in Syria, they've faced repeated 

risk of bombardment, displacement, illness and 

hunger over the last 12 years, which has had a huge 

impact on their mental health. In these conditions, 

children and their caregivers need crucial 

psychosocial support to avoid long-term 

repercussions on a child’s health, well-being and 

development. 

In both Türkiye and Syria, we're providing 

psychosocial support services, setting up safe 

spaces for children and their caregivers to help them 

express themselves and begin the recovery process. 

Eda*, 10, and Ayse*, 6, survived the devastating 

earthquake that hit Türkiye but lost their home. 

They are staying with about 40 other relatives after 

moving into a temporary shelter. This crisis has 

affected the two girls greatly and their mother, 

Melis,* revealed to us that they want to be near her 

at all times. Save the Children has built a Child-

Friendly Space that Eda and Ayse attend where they 

can receive child-focused psychosocial support.

*name changed to protect identity

PROVIDING SAFE SPACES  
FOR CHILDREN IN SURVIVAL MODE 

Eda*, 10, and her sister Ayse*, 
6, drawing in a Child Friendly 
Space, which provides 
psychosocial support to 
children impacted by the 
earthquake in Türkiye.

*name changed to protect 
identity
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In Syria, the earthquake hit areas where children and 

their families were already facing huge challenges as a 

result of 12 years of war. Around 4 million people were 

already dependent on humanitarian aid to meet their 

basic needs even before the disaster. Before the 

earthquake, 2.5 million people were facing severe food 

insecurity and child malnutrition rates were increasing 

at speeds never seen before. 

Now, an ongoing cholera outbreak is further 

complicating matters as a shortage of water and 

cramped living conditions in tent settlements has 

created a breeding ground for this deadly disease. 

Children are particularly vulnerable to disease 

outbreaks and need urgent support to access water, 

hygiene, sanitation and healthcare facilities.  

In northern Syria, we’re working with 13 local 

partners to meet the immediate needs of families. 

Our partners are moving quickly, working around the 

clock to provide urgent support to children and their 

families in the Idlib, Aleppo and Raqqa Governorates.

FOOD, SHELTER AND LIFE'S ESSENTIALS

We're distributing essential items to help families get 

through the days and weeks ahead, including 

emergency food rations, blankets, tents and warm 

clothing. We're also providing cash assistance to help 

families who have lost their homes and belongings buy 

food, medicine and other essentials. In coordination 

with local partners, we're supporting recovery efforts 

by hiring heavy machinery to remove rubble as well as 

providing food to over 200 emergency response 

teams. 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE

Ensuring children have access to clean water and 

health services is crucial in preventing the current 

cholera outbreak from spiraling out of control. To 

combat this, we're distributing safe drinking water and 

essential hygiene and sanitation items to families as 

well as delivering fuel to hospitals and supporting the 

rehabilitation of damaged health facilities. We're also 

providing families nutrition screenings and health 

consultations through mobile health clinics.

CHILD PROTECTION AND PSYCHOSOCIAL 

SUPPORT

We're supporting women and children by establishing 

safe spaces for those whose homes were destroyed, 

and providing mental health and psychosocial support 

programs. We're working with local authorities to help 

identify and reunite unaccompanied children with 

their families and support safe alternative care 

arrangements, if needed. In addition, we're providing 

caregivers guidance on how to talk to children about 

the earthquake to help them process their 

experiences. Our ultimate goal is to scale up and 

strengthen other child protection activities and 

systems to ensure the most vulnerable children are 

identified and receiving tailored support where 

needed.

EDUCATION

Education remains disrupted, threatening children’s 

futures. We're helping children continue their 

education by distributing learning materials and 

setting up safe learning spaces with additional 

education activities set to begin in the coming weeks.

OUR RESPONSE 
IN SYRIA 

Local partners have 
reached over 

139K PEOPLE 
with humanitarian 
assistance in Syria
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Hoda*, 11, managed to escape the 
earthquake, clutching onto her sister's 
hand as they ran from their home. Her 
family received a tent, clothes, food and 
emergency supplies from a Save the 
Children partner organization. Hoda is also 
attending a Child-Friendly Space in the 
displacement camp where she's now living 
in Syria.

*name changed to protect identity

THANK YOU  
FOR YOUR SUPPORT
The humanitarian need in Türkiye and 
Syria is enormous. Your support helped 
us respond in the first days of the crisis, 
allowing us to save lives and provide 
families with much-needed resources. Our 
teams and local partners will continue 
working around the clock thanks to your 
generous commitment. 
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